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year 1666 and its immediate successors were years of
prosperity in the Mughal empire, while London was
devastated by fire and the Dutch defeated the English
on the seas, while France under Louis XIV.'s greatest
minister, Colbert, enjoyed a brief period of financial
prosperity.
While, however, Little Thibet   and   Chittagong were
added to the Mughal's dominions, his operations against
Bijapur were unsuccessful, and the country surrounding
the capital was devastated by the home armies, so that it
could not support an invading force.   The frequent resort
to these tactics in some measure perhaps accounts for the
barren and unproductive nature of the country, and its
peculiar liability to suffer from famines, in the present day.
This reverse made the Padshah willing to incline a favour-
able ear to Sivaji's overtures for an accommodation, and
he was allowed to resume the position and title of R&ja, of
which all the power of the Mughals had failed to deprive
him, and he soon compelled the states of Bijapur and
Golkonda to pay  tribute.     Nor were  his  talents dis-
played only in war ; he exhibited great capacity in civil
and military administration, and maintained peace and
security throughout  his   dominions, till Aurangzeb, de-
spairing of his capture by stratagem,  openly attacked
him, whereupon he ravaged Khandesh, and levied chout,
or a contribution of a quarter of the revenue, as a con-
dition of security against attacks by xthe Mardthds, and
in 1672 defeated a Mughal army in a pitched battle,
after which  military  operations  in  the   Dekhan  were
temporarily suspended, owing to the fact that war brdke
out between the Padshah and the Afghans, with whom
an unsatisfactory settlement was effected after a struggle
which lasted two  years, during which the Emperor's
troops were by no means uniformly successful.    In 1676
an   extraordinary insurrection   broke   out   of Hindus,